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resent not only the original colonies, but also the courage and purity of our
Nation, while its 50 stars stand for the separate but united States of our
Union. Let us pledge allegiance to this flag to declare our patriotism and
raise its colors high to express our pride and respect for the American way
of life.

To commemorate the adoption of our flag, the Congress, by joint resolution
approved August 3, 1949 (63 Stat. 492), designated June 14 of each year
as ‘‘Flag Day’’ and requested the President to issue an annual proclamation
calling for its observance and for the display of the Flag of the United
States on all Federal Government buildings. The Congress also requested
the President, by joint resolution approved June 9, 1966 (80 Stat. 194), to
issue annually a proclamation designating the week in which June 14 falls
as ‘‘National Flag Week’’ and calling upon all citizens of the United States
to display the flag during that week.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, do hereby proclaim June 14, 1996, as Flag Day and the
week beginning June 9, 1996, as National Flag Week. I direct the appro-
priate officials to display the flag on all Federal Government buildings dur-
ing that week, and I urge all Americans to observe Flag Day and National
Flag Week by flying the Stars and Stripes from their homes and other suit-
able places.

I also call upon the people of the United States to observe with pride and
all due ceremony those days from Flag Day through Independence Day,
also set aside by Congress (89 Stat. 211), as a time to honor our Nation,
to celebrate our heritage in public gatherings and activities, and to publicly
recite the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this seventh day of
June, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-six, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenti-
eth.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 6904 of June 13, 1996

Father’s Day, 1996

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation
America owes a debt of gratitude to the fathers that help our Nation’s chil-
dren grow up safe and happy. Providing a wellspring of love for their fami-
lies to draw upon, these men strengthen our communities and enable their
daughters and sons to master life’s lessons with confidence. They share
with us their experiences and energies, creating the strong foundation on
which our children build their lives. A father’s arm is there to protect and
steer—whether cradling a newborn baby, steadying the rider of a first two-
wheeler, or walking his child down the aisle.

Fatherhood provides one of life’s most profound joys and one of its most
solemn responsibilities. Everyone who has been blessed by a father’s love
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knows the abiding respect it inspires and the self-esteem that can grow
from a dad’s affectionate guidance. We must do all we can to encourage
fathers as they strive to provide the fundamental emotional and economic
support that helps ensure their families’ well-being. Programs like the Fa-
therhood Initiative, the Responsible Fatherhood Project, and Parent’s Fair
Share work to support American fathers, emphasize their role as mentors
and providers, and advocate their involvement in their children’s health
and education.

On this Father’s Day and throughout the year, let us thank fathers for their
sacrifices and struggles and celebrate the special care they give their loved
ones every day. With grateful words and actions, we honor all those who
have embraced fatherhood’s unique rewards.

NOW THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, in accordance with a joint resolution of the Congress ap-
proved April 24, 1972 (36 U.S.C. 142a), do hereby proclaim Sunday, June
16, 1996, as Father’s Day. I invite the States, communities, and all the citi-
zens of the United States to observe this day with appropriate ceremonies
and activities that demonstrate our deep appreciation and affection for our
fathers.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirteenth day
of June, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-six, and of
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
twentieth.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 6905 of June 24, 1996

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Day, 1996

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

This year, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) celebrates
50 years of service to our Nation and to people around the world. Created
from a small organization whose mission was to combat the spread of ma-
laria among our troops during World War II, the CDC has become our first
line of defense against disease, injury, and disability.

The CDC’s history boasts a number of notable achievements, including its
key role in the eradication of smallpox and the discovery of the causes of
Legionnaire’s disease and toxic shock syndrome. The agency has also led
efforts to control and prevent polio and other vaccine-preventable diseases,
breast and cervical cancer, lead poisoning, tuberculosis, and AIDS. Re-
cently, the CDC has been a leader in the global efforts to fight emerging
infectious illnesses by investigating and containing diseases such as the
outbreak of plague in India and the Ebola outbreak in Africa.

The CDC’s innovative programs also address our national challenges of
chronic disease, workplace and environmental hazards, injuries, birth de-
fects, disabilities, and new infectious threats. In addition, the agency gath-
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